Personal Philosophy Statement Overview
Turning a vision into a practice
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Part One:  In seminar, go through the process of deciding which 4-6 statements best reflect your current teaching philosophy.  Consider themes such as:  academics/learning, student behavior, teaching methods or strategies, and the purpose for teaching.
Part Two:  Using these statements, create a blank rubric.  You may wish to add supporting statements if they will help clarify your viewpoint.  Brainstorm a list of teacher and student behaviors that support each statement.

Part Three:  Give a copy of the rubric (first column completed) to your mentor teacher.  You may wish to explain how you plan to show these beliefs in your practice.
Part Four:  Discuss these notes with your mentor teacher.  Then finish the final section of your rubric by reflecting on what your mentor teacher observed or did not observe in your lesson.  This completed rubric is your personal philosophy statement and mentor observation number 3.
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