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Learning Community Project

Due September 15th 
30 points


The first few weeks of school are when teachers often spend a great deal of time getting to know their students.  In order to build a classroom community and a democratic environment in which students learn, a teacher needs to inquire into their context and into the students he/she teaches.  This includes learning about: strengths, interests, culture/ethnicity, learning styles, worries, accomplishments, etc.  This assignment will ask you to find out more about the students you will be teaching this spring.  The information you gather will be used when planning lessons and making instructional decisions that are in line with the backgrounds and needs of your students.  You can use this for the Pathwise Classroom Profiles you will use throughout other courses this semester.


This project is completed with your co-teaching partner.

For this project you will need to:
1. Create and administer a survey or devise another systematic way of gathering the above information from your students.  In order to receive a depth of knowledge about students, this assignment may take the form of several small segments of data collection (interest surveys, activities, interviews, etc.)  After gathering the data, you must create a resource guide to organize what you have learned.  Organizational methods may include a web (created electronically or on paper), bulleted list, chart, narrative, insert for lesson plan book, etc.  The key is to create something that will be user-friendly and used as a resource throughout the semester.
2. The 2nd step is to brainstorm ways you will use this information as you plan lessons and teach in this context.  This will take the form of a 1-2 page reflection.  Questions you may address include: How will you bring multiple perspectives into your lessons in order to reach all the student differences?  How will you accommodate the different learning styles?  How will you handle personal biases (for example, your views on Jehovah’s Witness’ beliefs, special education, etc.)?
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Learning Community Project Rubric
(please submit this rubric with your project)


	Category
	10 points
	5 Points
	0 Points

	Information gathering system
	The information gathering system exhibits an in-depth knowledge of students.
	The information gathering system exhibits limited knowledge of students.
	No information gathering system was submitted.

	Resource Guide
	The resource guide is organized and in an “easy to read” format.
	The resource guide moderately organizes information.
	No resource guide was submitted.

	Reflection
	The reflection showed a clear understanding of information gathered and offered several insights about how to apply it to the classroom. 
	The reflection exhibited an general understanding of the gathered information, and addressed a few classroom applications.

	No reflection was submitted.


	Teachers’ Names    _______________________________

                        _____________________________

Point Total    __________


