Critical Autobiography
DUE OCTOBER 20th
Who You Are and What You Know Influences How You Teach

*You will develop a concept map or web that captures and explains who you are as a teacher of diverse learners (emerging beliefs and philosophy).  Then you will type a brief response that addresses the reflection questions.
Part One—You will explore your own personal history.  To do this, you will create a visual map of your own life experiences. How have you learned about culture, race, gender, and social class? How did you come to hold these beliefs?

Areas to Map Out 

· Ethnicity (your own and your experiences with others)

· Race (your own and your experiences with others)

· Regional backgrounds (your own and your experiences with others)

· Experiences in other cultures (travel, living abroad, relationships with people from other cultures)

· Religion

· Gender 

· Disability/difference (physical, intellectual, emotional, weight, etc.)

· Social Class (wealthy, middle class, low income, poverty, homeless)

· Family structure (diverse, adoption, same gender parents, single parent, family members in prison, extended families, biracial)
Part Two--Reflection Questions 

· What is present as a part of your life history?  (This may just be a basic summary of what you notice after looking at your concept map).
· What is missing as a part of your own life history?  (Think about specific categories or sub-categories in which you feel you need more/different experiences).
· What are the implications of these findings for your own teaching practice? (Cite specific examples of your background and how it will connect to your teaching practice).
· What are the implications of these findings for the children with whom you will work? (Cite specific examples).
· What kinds of goals for your own professional growth can you make based on these reflections?  (Cite specific examples).
Scoring Rubric

This project is worth 30 points.

Concept Map








10

Does it address each of the key concepts?


Does it provide specific examples?

Depth of reflection







20

Implications on teaching 

(specific references to your experiences)

Implications on students


(specific references to your experiences)

Goals for professional growth


(specific references to your experiences)
Total Possible







30
All assignments in this class should be completed creatively, but professionally.  Proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation are essential.
