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COURSE FOCUS

Throughout the social studies methods course you will learn how to use the tools of inquiry as a teacher in a social studies classroom.  Inquiry is a “questioning” stance that good teachers assume as professionals who plan for, carry out, and study the impact of their instruction. This course is designed to move you beyond thinking like a college student to help you begin thinking like an elementary teacher. Thinking like a teacher requires asking the questions that professionals ask about their teaching practice.  We will explore the following teacher inquiry themes: Inquiry into the context, Inquiry into content, Inquiry into student learning, Inquiry into the acts of teaching as well as Inquiry into professional self.  
READINGS
Alleman, & Brophy, J (2007).  Powerful Social Studies for Elementary 

Students, Second Edition.  Belmont: Thomson.
Loewen, J. (2008).  Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American 

History Textbook Got Wrong. New York: Touchstone.  

Obenchain, K. & Morris, R. (2003).  50 Social Studies Strategies for K-8 Classrooms.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Pearson.

Wolk, S. (1998).  A Democratic Classroom.  Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

ARTICLES
Articles can be found on-line in the course reserves section of the library website.  This can be accessed from anywhere using your GatorLink account. http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/
EAS Key Tasks

Key Tasks assess your mastery of knowledge, skills, and dispositions that the State of Florida requires of all entry-level educators. In this course, we will cover several Accomplished Practices. Your mastery of each indicator will be measured by your work on a Key Task. ***To pass this course you must successfully complete all Key Tasks and receive a rating of "Met with Weakness" or higher. No exceptions will be made to this rule, even if you do not plan to teach after graduation. Students who receive a "Not Met" rating will be offered a chance to redo the Key Task or, in some cases, to complete a comparable task assigned by the instructor. Students who do not complete their makeup work satisfactorily (with a" Met-with-Weakness" or higher rating) will receive either "an incomplete" or "a failing grade" in the appropriate fill-in at the instructor's discretion. Students who fail the course must repeat it later.
8.1/8.4 Students will demonstrate subject matter expertise by synthesizing social science content and developing an enduring understanding for an assigned social studies topic to a named grade. The content exploration should result in the prospective teacher presenting the following: an enduring understanding (generalization) supported by a synthesis of content from a variety of resources, and identification of related standards.
	MET

Enduring understanding (generalization): The proposed understanding is a big idea or core process at the heart of the discipline. Enduring understanding is framed as a generalization specific enough to guide teaching and assessing but overarching enough to enable transfer. Synthesis of content: An organized, comprehensive narrative summary of the content tied to the generalization. Provides the background teacher knowledge needed for a teacher to understand, develop, and teach the enduring understanding. Variety of resources: An extensive list of resources have been used and multiple types of resources are used: Encyclopedia Non-fiction books Social Science textbooks Social Studies Methods textbooks Internet Journal articles Children's social studies textbooks Appropriate citations included. Identification of related standards: Explicit connection made to NCSS and Sunshine State Standards.

	MET WITH WEAKNESS

Enduring understanding (generalization) The understanding is important but not of the highest priority; or it may be more accurately described as important knowledge and skill (i.e., understand how to use a primary document for research). Synthesis of content Narrative of the content matter is extensive but not clearly tied to enduring understanding. Narrative tied to enduring understanding but a comprehensive review of the subject matter isn’t present. Variety of resources Multiple types of resources included but lacks depth of resources Or Depth of resources present but multiple types of resources not included. Appropriate citations included. Identification of related standards Missing either NCSS standards or Sunshine State Standards. And/or Mismatched standards.

	NOT MET 

Enduring understanding (generalization) The understanding as stated is a straightforward fact, skill, or attitude, not a big idea or core process at the heart of the discipline (worth being familiar with, but not the highest priority of importance for an entire course of study). Synthesis of content Narrative is lacking in comprehensive review of the subject matter and subject matter of review disconnected from enduring understanding. Variety of resources Multiple types of resources included but lacks depth of resources And Depth of resources present but multiple types of resources not included. Citations not included. Identification of related standards Missing NCSS and Sunshine State Standards.


ESOL Standards-There are several ESOL standards associated with this course. 
  
Standard 2: Recognize the major differences and similarities among the different cultural groups in the United States.

 

Standard 14: Plan and evaluate instructional outcomes, recognizing the effects of race, gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and religion on the results.

Standard 15: Evaluate, select, and employ appropriate instructional materials, media, and technology for ESOL at elementary, middle and high school levels.

Standard 16: Design and implement effective unit plans and daily lesson plans which meet the needs of ESOL students within the context of the regular classroom. 

 

Standard 18: Create a positive classroom environment to accommodate the various learning styles and cultural backgrounds of students. 

 

Standard 21: Use formal and alternative methods of assessment/evaluation of LEP students, including measurement of language, literacy and academic content meta-cognition.

Social Studies for Diverse Learners Tentative Calendar

Class Meets Tuesdays from 2:10-4:45 at Alachua Elementary’s PDC Classroom
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due

And Strategy
	Assignment Due

	August 25th 
 
	Introductions,
Social Studies Experiences

	
	

	September 1st   
	What is Social Studies?

What is the purpose of Social Studies?
	Alleman and Brophy,
Chapters 1, 2
	

	September 8th     
	Creating a Democratic Classroom

What does it mean to teach for democracy? 


	Democratic Classroom Chapters 1-4

Strategy: 

Sticky Notes 


	

	September 15th       
	Creating A Learning Community/Curriculum Planning


	Democratic Classroom

Chapters 5-8

Strategy: 

6 Thinking Hats 
	Learning Community Project/

Unit Topic Due 




	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due

And Strategy
	Assignment Due

	September 22nd        
	Curriculum Planning


	Alleman & Brophy, Chapters 3, 4, 9 

Strategy: 3, 2, 1
	*Begin Book Commercials 



	September 29th     
	Assessment/Curriculum Planning 

*Create Generalizations in Class


	Alleman & Brophy, Chapter 12

Assessment Article—Choose in class

Strategy: 

Jigsaw
	*Content Info Due



	October 6th      
	Pedagogy to Support Social Studies 


	Articles: 

Barton, K. Analyzing Historical Photographs in the Elementary Grades.
McCormick, T.

Letters from Trenton, 1776:  Teaching with Primary Sources

Morris, R. Using Artifacts As A Springboard to Literacy

Wade, R. Beyond Charity: Service Learning for Social Justice 


	*Evidence of Prior Knowledge Due

*Strategy

Demonstrations

	October 13th      
	Making Content Meaningful—Successful Integration

*Lesson Plan Workshop 


	Alleman & Brophy

Chapter 11

Roush, N. Colonial Williamsburg Electronic Field Trips       Or 

Molebash, P. & Dodge, B. Kickstarting Inquiry with Web Quests and Web Inquiry Projects
Strategy: Summarizing 
	


	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due

And Strategy
	Assignment Due

	October 20th  
	Culturally Responsive Social Studies Pedagogy

*Meeting the Needs of Students 


	Short, D. & Echevarria, J. Teacher Skills to Support English Language Learners
Fitzgerald, J. & Graves, M. Reading Supports for All

Ferguson, J. & Abrams, J. Teaching Students from Many Nations 

Singer, J & Singer, A. Creating a Museum of Family Artifacts

Strategy: Concept Map
	*Critical Autobiography Due*

	October 27th  
	Teaching Content from Multiple Perspectives 
	Lies My Teacher Told Me

Ch.1-4

Strategy:  RAFT
	

	November 3rd        
	Teaching Content from Multiple Perspectives

	Lies My Teacher Told Me

Assigned Chapter


	Presentations on Lies My Teacher Told Me Chapter

	November 10th 


	Teaching Content from Multiple Perspectives
	Lies My Teacher Told Me
Chapters 11,12
	Presentations on 
Lies My Teacher Told Me Chapter

	November 17th       
	Public Issues and Current Events


	Articles:

Larson, B. Current Events and the Internet: Connecting “Headline News” to Perennial. 

Hicks & Ewing Bringing the World Into the Classroom with Online Global Newspapers 
	*Bring a current event to class



	December 1st 

	Sensitive Issues (Holocaust, Terrorism, War in Iraq, Religion )


	McBee, R. Can Controversial Topics be Taught in the Elementary Grades? 

Article on sensitive issue 

(to be chosen in class) 

Strategy: Opinion-Proof
	*Lesson Plans and Reflection on Student Learning

Due

1st half of Lesson Presentations



	December 8th   
	Culminating Activity: Project Presentations

* Sharing Philosophies

* Class Evaluations


	
	Finish Presentation of Lessons

* In class synthesis

	Tasks
	Percent
	Points

	Participation in class discussions and group projects.  
	17%
	50

	Reading/Integration Strategies: Assigned Each Week 
	13%
	40

	Critical Autobiography  
	10%
	30

	Learning Community Project 
	10%
	30

	Lies My Teacher Told Me Presentation
	10%
	30

	Social Studies Teaching Project 
	40%
	120

	
	Part A 
	
	

	
	Evidence of Content Preparation 

 *Bibliography of Varied Resources

 *Organized Content

       (using web, essay, bullets)
	
	15

	
	Evidence of Student prior knowledge 

   *Interview/survey students about your 

    topic.

   *Summarize results and use in planning 
	
	15

	
	Create Overall Generalization 

 *related to Sunshine State Standards

 *Evidence of content Knowledge
	
	15

	
	Part B
	
	

	
	Three Pathwise Lesson Plans that Support the Learning of the Generalization 
	
	10

	
	*Each lesson plan contains objectives that support the generalization
	
	5

	
	 *Use of a Social Studies Strategy

introduced in class or readings (Simulation, primary source, service learning, current events, discussion/deliberation, character education)
	
	10

	
	*Evidence of Meaningful Integration (At least language arts component)
	
	10

	
	*Well Developed Accommodations-individual to students
	
	10

	
	*Authentic Assessment Strategy-beyond questioning or observation


	
	10

	
	Part C 
	
	

	
	Reflection on Student Learning (separate)
	
	10

	
	Presentation
	
	10

	TOTAL
	100%
	300


Grading Criteria and Scale
	Grade
	Point Range
	Percentage

	A 
	279-300 
	93% and higher

	A-
	270-278
	90% - 92.9%

	B+
	261-269
	87% - 89.9%

	B 
	249-260
	83% - 86.9%

	B- 
	240-248
	80% - 82.9%

	C+
	231-239
	77% - 79.9%

	C
	219-230
	73% - 76.9%

	C-
	210-218
	70% - 72.9%

	D+
	201-209
	67% - 69.9%

	D
	189-200
	63% - 66.9%

	D-
	180-188
	60% - 62.9%

	E
	179 and lower
	Below 60%


**Late Assignments will be penalized 2 points per day. Absences in excess of 1 class or 3 hours will also negatively impact grades. Three tardies to class equal one absence. If you miss a class, please contact a classmate or the instructor to find out what you missed.  Make-up work will be due at the beginning of the next class. 

Explanation of Assignments 

Class Participation

Teachers are expected to actively participate during every class session.  Smaller tasks that are part of the participation grade include but are not limited to contributions to class discussions, social studies strategy presentation, book commercials, and brief group presentations.  During class time, teachers should avoid attending to their cell phones or any other distractions except in the case of an emergency.
Weekly Readings and Strategies

Each week you will have assigned readings and accompanying reading strategies that will help to facilitate your comprehension of the readings and promote in-class discussion.  The reading strategy will be collected during each class. 

Critical Autobiography
This assignment is meant to encourage you to look at your background critically and understand what perspectives you bring to your teaching and your students.  You will be asked to explore your life’s history and write a reflection summarizing how your background may impact your teaching.
Learning Community Project
In order to build a classroom community and a democratic environment for students to learn, a teacher needs to inquire into their context and the students she/he teaches. This assignment will ask each partnership to devise a way to gather information from students, organize that information in a user-friendly way, and then reflect on how you will use this information throughout the semester.                                      
Accomplished Practice #1 Assessment

Accomplished Practice #4 Critical Thinking

Accomplished Practice #5 Diversity

Accomplished Practice #9 Learning Environments

Accomplished Practice #10 Planning
Lies My Teacher Told Me Presentation

You will work with a group of students to present one chapter from Lies My Teacher Told Me to the class. Since they have not read this chapter you will need to present them with the “big” ideas from this chapter and perhaps sell them on wanting to read it themselves. Projects may take any form, last 10-15 minutes each, and must include a connection to how this information could be used in the classroom.
Accomplished Practice #4 Critical Thinking 

Accomplished Practice #5 Diversity
Social Studies Philosophy

At the end of the semester, you will review the concept map you created during the first class in order to create your own social studies teaching platform. 





Accomplished Practice #8 Knowledge of Subject Matter
Social Studies Integrated Teaching Project

Each partnership will be required to complete a mini-unit integrating social studies and another content area. This mini-unit will be a culmination of all that we learned this semester and consist of three Pathwise lessons. Start talking to your mentor teacher about a topic. 
Accomplished Practice #1 Assessment

Accomplished Practice #2 Communication

Accomplished Practice #4 Critical Thinking

Accomplished Practice #5 Diversity

Accomplished Practice #8 Knowledge of Subject Matter

Accomplished Practice #10 Planning

Quality of Writing 

All students must demonstrate competence in writing.  Appropriate grammar, spelling, and punctuation are all part of the social studies assessment.

Instructional Modifications

Students with disabilities, who need reasonable modifications to complete tasks successfully and otherwise satisfy course criteria, are encouraged to meet with the instructor as early in the course as possible and to identify and plan specific accommodations.  Students will be asked to supply a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities to assist in planning modifications.

Student Conduct Code

The University of Florida has a student conduct code that states that all work that you submit is your own work. In collaborative tasks you must participate equally with other members of the group. By signing up for this course and reading this syllabus you agree to the University of Florida Student Code. You promise not to cheat or plagiarize and to inform the instructor if you become aware of dishonest behavior on the part of other students in the class. Failure to comply with the academic honesty guidelines 6C1-4.017, F.A.C. is a violation of the University of Florida Student Conduct Code and may result in expulsion or any lesser sanction. In this class be especially careful that you do not plagiarize by copying work from the Internet without properly crediting its source.
Tentative Syllabus


